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Virology: the study of viruses, has been established and has advanced a great deal over the past

century.
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Virology: the science which deals with study of viruses as causative agents of very important

diseases that occurs in human, animals, plants and other living organisms (insects, bacteria, ...)

Virology: is a discipline, which studies the diverse aspects of virus replication and its

consequences to the host cell.
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Virology: is the study of viruses, how they replicate, and how they cause disease.
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TABLE 1.2 Contrasting Properties of Unicellular Microorganisms and Viruses

Property Bacteria Rickettsiae Mycoplasma Chlamydiae Viruses
>300nm diameter* Yes Yes Yes Yes No
Growth on non-living media” Yes No Yes No No
Binary fission Yes Yes Yes Yes No
Contain both DNA and RNA Yes Yes Yes Yes No*
Infectious nucleic acid No No No No Many
Functional ribosomes Yes Yes Yes Yes No
Sensitivity to antibiotics Yes Yes Yes Yes No¢

Some mycoplasmas and chlamydiae are less than 300nm in diameter, and mimiviruses and the other new “giant DNA viruses” are greater than 300nm in
diameter.

bChlamydiae and most rickettsiae are obligate intracellular parasites.

A few viruses contain hoth types of nucleic acid, but one of these types acts as the main functional molecule and the other plays a minor role.

With very few exceptions.
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